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We believe in the importance of 

maintaining a system of wildlands 
throughout this great country. That is 
why I am proud to join my colleague, 
Representative WITTMAN, in sponsoring 
this resolution to recognize our Na-
tion’s 101 national urban wildlife ref-
uges. 

People visit refuges to experience 
America’s natural beauty. They help to 
mold the next generation of conserva-
tionists and outdoor enthusiasts by 
providing learning experiences and 
cherished memories for America’s fam-
ilies. 

Refuges have a tremendous impact 
for communities all over America, even 
in my hometown of Brooklyn. We must 
remain vigilant in protecting the 
breathtaking wildlife and beautiful en-
vironment God has given America. 
Urban refuges are essential in achiev-
ing that goal. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL ALFRED 
ASCH 

(Mr. MOOLENAAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank the members of the 
Michigan delegation and the House of 
Representatives for their support and 
unanimous passage of my legislation 
earlier this month to rename the Bea-
verton Post Office in honor of the late 
Colonel Alfred Asch. 

Alfred was born and raised in Bea-
verton, and, as a young boy, he was fas-
cinated by aviation. In September of 
1941, after graduating high school, he 
entered the Army Corps. He flew more 
than 70 missions over north Africa and 
Europe, earning numerous decorations, 
while documenting his experiences in 
letters to Naomi, his girlfriend and 
wife-to-be. He continued to serve in the 
Air Force until 1968, and he made con-
tributions to military and civilian 
flight. 

His work took him away from Michi-
gan, but he always kept his hometown 
in his heart. He funded a scholarship at 
Central Michigan University for stu-
dents from Gladwin County, and pro-
ceeds from his memoir helped fund the 
Beaverton Activity Center. 

I am proud to have the support of 
Colonel Asch’s family and his two sons, 
David and Peter, who have said their 
father’s childhood in Beaverton helped 
him face life’s early challenges before 
taking on the world. 

Alfred Asch was a great American 
and a hometown hero for Beaverton, 
Michigan. 

f 

REMEMBERING LOUISE MCINTOSH 
SLAUGHTER 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, during this 
115th session of Congress, the House 
lost one of its most passionate souls, 

the late Representative Louise 
McIntosh Slaughter. 

She worked day in and day out with 
great passion and with great integrity. 
She understood that it was about trust 
that was placed into a Member of Con-
gress by the people who have chosen 
you to be their voice here in Congress. 

To Louise Slaughter it was impor-
tant to make certain that government 
was transparent and accountable, so 
she drove the Stop Trading On Con-
gressional Knowledge Act, which was 
dubbed the STOCK Act. I am so proud 
to have sponsored legislation today 
that has renamed, in her honor, the 
STOCK Act. 

Louise Slaughter worked for trans-
parency in this House. She knew that 
it was about making lives of the con-
stituents that we represent all the 
stronger and all the fuller and not en-
riching our own lives by the trust 
placed in us. 

It is an honor to rename the STOCK 
Act because of her hard work and be-
cause of her integrity. 

f 

HONORING LAGRANGE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

(Mr. FERGUSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the bravery of the La-
Grange Fire Department. 

In the early hours on the morning of 
Labor Day, the department received a 
call for a house fire. As firefighters 
battled the blaze, the flames were so 
hot that their fire hose melted in two. 

Firefighters were trapped in the 
house. Luckily, everyone made it out. 
But six of those firefighters suffered se-
vere burns and injuries: Pete Trujillo, 
Jordan Avera, Jonathan Williamson, 
Josh Williams, Jim Ormsby, and Sean 
Guerrero. All are on the mend, but 
they suffered very, very severe injuries. 

These brave men and women put 
their lives on the line every single day 
to keep our loved ones safe in an emer-
gency with no expectation of recogni-
tion for their heroism. But today, I 
would like us all to pause and think 
about the tough work that they do and 
the danger that they put their lives in. 
I would like us all to thank them and 
extend our deepest gratitude to these 
firefighters and all of those around the 
Nation. 

f 

TARIFF IMPACTS 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, I spent time listening to farm-
ers, large manufacturers, and leaders of 
smaller companies in my district ex-
press their frustrations on how tariffs 
are affecting their bottom line. 

I visited a steel fabrication company, 
an architectural aluminum design 
company, and a brewery. Although 

these companies vary in product, they 
all shared one common fear: wondering 
what would be their fate in the pres-
ence of these ill-advised tariffs. 

I listened to farmers offer feedback 
on how they are affected. Agriculture 
is one of Missouri’s top industries, 
bringing in about $88 billion a year. 
Most farmers tell me that the recently 
announced USDA payments are help-
ful, but that, ultimately, in their 
words, ‘‘we want trade, not aid.’’ 

I met with local chambers of com-
merce and business councils, and, for 
those I didn’t even have a chance to 
visit, I created a survey on my website. 
What I learned is this: These tariffs are 
deeply damaging to these businesses in 
ways that those who promoted them 
perhaps never even contemplated. 

Hundreds of thousands of jobs may be 
in jeopardy because of these tariffs. 
For example, Harley-Davidson, a com-
pany that I was able to bring to Kansas 
City during my term as mayor, sud-
denly announced that they were clos-
ing the plant and moving overseas. 
They left nearly 1,000 workers unem-
ployed overnight. Now, just imagine, if 
you multiply that around the country, 
what kind of instability has been cre-
ated. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this admin-
istration will recognize that these tar-
iffs are unstable to the community and 
then move to end this trade war today. 

f 

ANGELS IN ADOPTION 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mr. Brian Kelly 
from Jacksonville, Florida, who has 
been named a 2018 Angels in Adoption 
honoree. This Congressional Coalition 
on Adoption Institute award recognizes 
and honors outstanding individuals 
who have made contributions to the 
adoption community. 

For more than 25 years, Brian Kelly 
has worked as an adoption attorney. 
Through his work at his law firm and 
at Jacksonville Legal Aid, Brian has 
touched, literally, thousands of lives 
promoting adoption in northeast Flor-
ida. He has also worked with the Flor-
ida bar to encourage the practice of 
adoption laws across the State. 

In addition to his professional work, 
Brian has devoted his life to serving his 
community, whether it be serving his 
church or chairing the board of direc-
tors at Angelwood, a center in Jack-
sonville that provides services to peo-
ple with developmental disabilities. 
Brian has dedicated countless hours in 
service to others. 

I have had the opportunity to get to 
know Brian throughout his work, and I 
am pleased to honor him today on be-
half of the many grateful families of 
northeast Florida. I commend Brian 
Kelly for this much-deserved honor of 
being named a 2018 Angels in Adoption 
honoree. 
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